CHAPTER II
MEMORIES  OF ALEXANDER  III
THE unfortunate brevity of Alexander Ill's reign, thir-
teen years in all, did not prevent the full growth and display
of his noble, outstanding personality, to which the whole
world paid homage on the day of his death. His Russian
contemporaries and the succeeding generation did not
highly esteem him, however, and many looked upon his
reign with a scorn altogether unjustifiable, especially in view
of the unhappy conditions of his youth and the deplorable
circumstances under which he ascended the throne.
To begin with, his education and training were largely
neglected, since the older brother, Nicholas, was the heir
apparent during that period of Alexander's life. In addi-
tion, the family environment was unfavourable* The future
emperor's sensitive moral feelings were grievously hurt by
his father's late re-marriage at the age of sixty, when he
already had numerous grown-up children and even, grand-
children. Then his uncompromising honesty was outraged
by the prevalence in higher Government circles of a traffiq
in privileges and concessions- to mercantile associations and
particularly by the implication of Alexander II's morgan-
atic wife, Princess Yuryevski, in this barter.
Consider, too, the unpropitious national situation. Hav-
ing turned his back upon reform during the latter part of
his reign, the Great Liberator (Alexander II) drove the
liberals into the ranks of the revolutionists, so that when
the heir apparent began to take an interest in politics, he
was confronted with the existence of an extremely radical
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